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yellow  metal  in  California,  and  his  soul  was  fired  with  a  longing 
for  adventure  and  dreams  of  wealth.  He  went  to  New  York  and  took 
passage  on  a  steamer  bound  for  California,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  to  prospect  and  mine  for  gold.  Ten  years  he  spent  on 
the  Pacific  slope,  and  then  he  set  his  face  once  more  toward 
Susquehanna  County.  He  married,  as  has  been  told,  and  for  two 
years  lived  on  his  father's  farm,  when  he  purchased  his  own  valuable 
property.  There  he  has  since  resided,  with  the  exception  of  a  brief 
period  during  which  time  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army. 

He  was  drafted  into  the  service  in  1863,  and  mustered  into  Company 
E,  177th  P.V.I.,  at  Harrisburg  and  was  mustered  out  in  1864.  He 
took  part  in  no  engagements,  his  duties  being  chiefly  confined  to 
acting  as  guard  and  throwing  up  breastworks. 

Mr.  Gillespie  has  passed  the  "three  score  years  and  ten" 
alloted  by  the  Psalmist  as  the  average  span  of  human  life,  yet 
his  mental  faculties  are  keen,  and  his  physical  strength  but 
little  impaired  in  view  of  his  years.  Life's  sunset  is  settling 
upon  him,  but  its  glowing  hues  are  not  yet  fading. 


The  preceding  is  taken  from  COMMEMORATIVE  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD  OF 
NORTHEASTERN  PENNSYLVANIA  INCLUDING  THE  COUNTIES  OF  SUSQUEHANNA, 
WAYNE,  PIKE  AND  MONROE,  CONTAINING  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES  OF 
PROMINENT  AND  REPRESENTATIVE  CITIZENS  AND  MANY  OF  THE  EARLY 
SETTLED  FAMILES.  ILLUSTRATED.  (pages  471-472) 
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N.B.  William  Thompson  Gillespie's  father  (John  Gillespie)  and 
James  Russell's  wife's  mother  (Jeanette  Gillespie)  were 
brother  and  sister. 


